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REPLY (A) TO OFFICE ACTION PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. §1.111 


Sir: 


This paper is being provided in response to the (non- final) Office Action mailed February 
8, 2004 for the above-captioned U.S. patent application. It includes amendments compliant with 
the provisions of the revised 37 CFR § 1.121. 

In the event that extensions of time are necessary, such extensions of time are hereby 
petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required for consideration of this paper 
(including fees for net addition of claims) are authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account 
No. 03-2410, Order No. 13230-101. 

Claims 1-19 are currently pending in the application. Claims 1-7 and 10-17 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Maes et al, U.S. Patent No.6,016,476. Claims 8-9 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maes et al., in view of Lambert, 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,282,649. Claims 1-3 and 1 1 are further provisionally rejected under the 
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doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-3, and 9 of 
copending Application No. 10/132438. 

Through the amendments and the Remarks that follow, the rejections of claims 1-19 
above are overcome. 
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